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Background and Meaning
Al-Ghashiyah describes contrasting outcomes on the Day of Resurrection, calls people
to look at the signs of their Creator and defines the Messenger’s صلى الله عليه وسلم responsibility to
remind. Ibn Kathir identifies al-Ghashiyah as a name for the Resurrection because it
overwhelms and encompasses people. His introduction records the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم
recitation of this surah in prayer. The parent should connect its warnings and promises
with the invitation to reflect on creation and the closing certainty that everyone returns
to Allah for the account.

Tafsir of the Surah
Ayat 1–7: Faces humbled and worn. Ibn Kathir describes the humiliated condition of
those whose effort ends in punishment. Their drink is intensely hot, and their food
brings neither nourishment nor relief from hunger. He records explanations of dari‘
connected with a dry, thorny plant and the dreadful food of the Fire. The passage
warns that effort alone is not a guarantee of an accepted outcome; the direction and
truth of that effort matter.

Ayat 8–16: Faces showing delight. Ibn Kathir explains that the people of happiness are
recognised by the blessing upon their faces and are pleased with their earlier striving.
Paradise is elevated and free of empty, harmful speech. Flowing springs, raised
couches, prepared cups, cushions and spread carpets describe welcome and comfort.
His commentary explains the spring as a description of the kind of provision there,
rather than restricting Paradise to a single spring.

Ayat 17–20: Looking at creation. Ibn Kathir explains the call to consider the camel
through its remarkable strength, usefulness and willingness to be led. He then
discusses the raised sky, firmly placed mountains and the earth spread and prepared
for its inhabitants. These are signs familiar to the people being addressed. Reflection
on them points to their powerful Creator, who owns and governs creation and alone
deserves worship.

Ayat 21–24: The responsibility to remind. Ibn Kathir explains that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم must
convey the message entrusted to him, while the account belongs to Allah. He records
the explanation that the Messenger is not one who compels people into faith. Turning
away and denying the truth do not remove a person from Allah’s authority. The
warning of greater punishment therefore accompanies the reminder, without making
the Messenger responsible for producing belief in every heart.
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Tafsir of the Surah · Continued
Ayat 25–26: The final return and account. Ibn Kathir explains the closing declaration as
the return of all people to Allah and His recompense for their deeds. Good is answered
with good and evil with its consequence. These short ayat gather the surah’s themes
together: the contrasting faces, the signs of the Creator and the conveyed reminder all
lead back to the reality of meeting the Lord who judges with complete knowledge.
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ةِ �َْ� أَ�َ�َٰ� َ��يُِ� ٱ�ْ�ـَِٰ��
Has there come to you the news of the Overwhelming?

Memorised

ةٌ وُُ�وهٌ يوَْ�َ�ِ�ٍ َ�ـِٰ��
Faces on that Day will be shamed.

Memorised

ةٌ �اَ�ِ�َ�ٌ �اَِّ��
Laboring and exhausted.

Memorised

ةً  �اَراً َ�ا�ِ�
ٰ
�َ��َْ�

Roasting in a scorching Fire.
Memorised

 �نِْ �َ�نٍْ ءاَ�ِ�ةٍ
ٰ
�َ��ُْ�

Given to drink from a flaming spring.
Memorised

َا �نِ َ��يِعٍ ّ �َّ�َْ� �َ�ُْ� َ��اَمٌ إِ�
They will have no food except thorns.

Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

َا �ُ�ْ�ىِ �نِ ُ�وعٍ َا �ُْ��نُِ وَ� ّ �
That neither nourishes, nor satisfies hunger.

Memorised

ةٌ وُُ�وهٌ �وَْ�َ�ِ�ٍ �اَّ�ِ�
Faces on that Day will be joyful.

Memorised

ةٌ �ِّ�َ�يِْ�اَ راَِ�ي
Satisfied with their endeavor.

Memorised

�ىِ َ��َّ�ٍ �اَ�يِةٍ
In a lofty Garden.

Memorised

ةً َا �َْ��َُ� �يِ�اَ �ـَٰ�يِ ّ �
In it you will hear no nonsense.

Memorised

ةٌ �يِ�اَ �يَنٌْ َ�ارِ�
In it is a flowing spring.

Memorised
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ةٌ �يِ�اَ ُ��رٌُ �َّ�ْ�وُ�
In it are raised beds.

Memorised

ةٌ وأََْ�واَبٌ �وَُّْ�و�
And cups set in place.

Memorised

ةٌ وَ�َ�اَرقُِ �َْ��وُ�
And cushions set in rows.

Memorised

ةٌ وزَرَاَ�ىُِّ �َ�ْ�وُ�
And carpets spread around.

Memorised

أَ�َ�اَ �نَ�ُ�وُنَ إلِىَ ٱلْ�ِ�ِِ� َ�يَْ� ُ��ِ�تْ
Do they not look at the camels—how they are created?

Memorised

وإَلِىَ ٱلّ�َ�آَءِ َ�يَْ� رُ�ِ�تْ
And at the sky—how it is raised?

Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

وإَلِىَ ٱلِْ��اَلِ َ��َْ� نُِ��تْ
And at the mountains—how they are installed?

Memorised

وإَلِىَ ٱلْ�رَْضِ َ��َْ� ُ��َِ�تْ
And at the earth—how it is spread out?

Memorised

رٌ �َ�َّ�ِ�ْ إنَِّ�آَ أنََ� �ُ�َّ�ِ
So remind. You are only a reminder.

Memorised

لَّْ�َ� �َ�َ�ْ�مِ �ِ�َُ��ْ�رٍ
You have no control over them.

Memorised

رَ  وََ��
ٰ
َا �نَ �َ�لَىَّ ّ إلِ

But whoever turns away and disbelieves.
Memorised

رَ �َ�ُ�َّ�ِ�ُ�ُ ٱل�َّ�ُ ٱلْ�َ�اَبَ ٱلْ�َْ��
Allah will punish him with the greatest punishment.

Memorised
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إنَِّ إِ�َ�ْ�آَ إِ�اَ�َ�مْ
To Us is their return.

Memorised

�مَُّ إنَِّ �َ�َ�ْ�اَ ِ��اَ�هُم
Then upon Us rests their reckoning.

Memorised
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