
85 Surah al-Buruj
Ayat
Parent’s tafsir: adapted from Ibn Kathir
Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim · 85:1–22

Background and Meaning
Al-Buruj recounts the persecution of believers by the people of the trench, then affirms
Allah’s knowledge, power, forgiveness and sovereignty. Ibn Kathir explains that the
believers were punished by their persecutors only because they believed in Allah. His
commentary records several accounts concerning the people involved, so a precise
historical identification should not be treated as the surah’s central teaching. The
parent should focus on the certainty that Allah witnesses injustice, honours faith and
possesses the final judgement over both the persecuted and their oppressors.

Tafsir of the Surah
Ayat 1–3: The opening oaths. Ibn Kathir records explanations of the sky’s buruj including
its great stars and their stations. The promised Day is the Day of Resurrection. He also
records differing early interpretations of the witness and what is witnessed, including
Friday and the Day of ‘Arafah, as well as witnesses to the Resurrection. These opening
ayat place the account that follows beneath the signs of the heavens and the
certainty of the final gathering.

Ayat 4–9: The people of the trench. Ibn Kathir explains that the persecutors dug
trenches, kindled fires and sought to force the believers to abandon their faith. They sat
watching what they inflicted upon them. The believers’ only supposed offence was
faith in Allah, the Mighty and Praiseworthy. He owns the heavens and earth and
witnesses everything. The description therefore exposes the injustice of the persecution
and reassures the reader that no part of it escaped the Lord’s knowledge.

Ayat 10–11: Repentance and the great success. Ibn Kathir explains the warning against
those who harmed believing men and women and did not repent. He highlights the
striking generosity of Allah’s invitation to repentance even after such terrible
wrongdoing. Persisting without repentance brings the punishment described in the
ayah. By contrast, those who believe and do righteous deeds receive gardens beneath
which rivers flow. The surah calls this the great success, showing that the final measure
of victory lies in Allah’s judgement and reward.

Ayat 12–16: Power joined with forgiveness. Ibn Kathir explains the severity of Allah’s
grasp through His complete power over those who reject His messengers. The One who
begins creation can bring it back. He forgives those who repent and turn humbly to
Him, and He is loving. The Lord of the Throne does whatever He wills; no one overturns
His decision. These qualities belong together, giving the believer reason for hope in His
forgiveness and serious regard for His authority.
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Tafsir of the Surah · Continued
Ayat 17–22: Earlier armies and a preserved revelation. The mention of Pharaoh and
Thamud recalls powerful opponents who could not escape Allah. Ibn Kathir explains
that the present deniers likewise remain in rejection while Allah encompasses them
and they cannot defeat His power. The surah closes by affirming the noble Qur’an in a
Preserved Tablet. His commentary explains its preservation from alteration, addition
and subtraction. Human opposition therefore cannot undo either Allah’s authority or
the honour of the revelation He has sent.
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وٱَلّ�َ�آَءِ ذاَتِ ٱلْ�ُ�وُجِ
By the sky with the constellations.

Memorised

وٱَلْ�وَمِْ ٱلْ�وَْ�وُدِ
And by the Promised Day.

Memorised

وََ�ا�ِ�ٍ وَ�َْ��وُدٍ
And by the witness and the witnessed.

Memorised

�ُ�َِ� أَْ�َ�ـُٰ� ٱلْ�ُْ��وُدِ
Destroyed were the People of the Trench.

Memorised

ٱل�اَّرِ ذاَتِ ٱلوَْ�وُدِ
The fire supplied with fuel.

Memorised

إذِْ �ُْ� �َ�َ�ْ�اَ �ُ�وُدٌ
While they sat around it.

Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

 �اَ يَْ��َ�وُنَ �ٱِلْ�ُ�ْ�ِ�يَِ� ُ��وُدٌ
ٰ
وَ�ُْ� �َ�َ�

And were witnessing what they did to the believers.
Memorised

ا۟ نُو يُؤْمِ أَن  لَّآ   إِ هُمْ  نْ ا۟ مِ نَقَمُو مَا  وَ
�ٱِل�َّ�ِ ٱلْ�َ�يِ�ِ ٱلَْ��يِدِ

They begrudged them only because they believed in Allah the Almighty, the
Praiseworthy.

Memorised

هُ لَّ  ۚ  وَٱل أَرْضِ لْ وَٰتِ وَٱ  سَّمَـٰ لْكُ ٱل مُ هۥُ  لَ لَّذِى   ٱ
 ُ�ّ�ِ َ�ْ�ءٍ َ��يِدٌ

ٰ
�َ�َ�

To whom belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. Allah is
Witness over everything.

Memorised

نِينَ لْمُؤْمِ ا۟ ٱ نُو تَ فَ لَّذِينَ   نَّ ٱ إِ
هُمْ لَ فَ ا۟  بُو تُو يَ لَمْ  مَّ  ثُ نَـٰتِ  لْمُؤْمِ وَٱ

�َ�اَبُ َ��َ�َّ�َ ولََ�ُْ� �َ�اَبُ ٱلَْ��يِقِ
Those who tempt the believers, men and women, then do not repent; for them
is the punishment of Hell; for them is the punishment of Burning.

Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

لِحَـٰتِ ـٰ صَّ ا۟ ٱل لُو ا۟ وَعَمِ نُو مَ ءَا لَّذِينَ   نَّ ٱ إِ
رُۚ  نْهَـٰ أَ لْ هَا ٱ تِ  تَحْ رِى مِن  تَجْ نَّـٰتٌ    لَهُمْ جَ

رُ ذلََِٰ� ٱلْ�وَزُْ ٱلَْ��يِ
Those who believe and do righteous deeds will have Gardens beneath which
rivers flow. That is the great triumph.

Memorised

إنَِّ �َْ�َ� رَ�َِّ� لَ�َ�يِدٌ
The onslaught of your Lord is severe.

Memorised

إِ�َّ�ۥُ �وَُ يُ�ْ�ئُِ ويَُ�يِدُ
It is He who begins and repeats.

Memorised

دُ وَ�وَُ ٱلْ�َ�وُرُ ٱلوْدَوُ
And He is the Forgiving, the Loving.

Memorised

ذوُ ٱلْ�َ�شِْ ٱلْ�َِ�يدُ
Possessor of the Glorious Throne.

Memorised

�َ�اَّلٌ لِّ�اَ يُ�يِدُ
Doer of whatever He wills.

Memorised
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�َْ� أَ�َ�َٰ� َ��يُِ� ٱلُْ��وُدِ
Has there come to you the story of the legions?

Memorised

�ِ�ْ�وَنَْ وَ�َ�وُدَ
Of Pharaoh and Thamood?

Memorised

�َِ� ٱلَّ�يِنَ َ��َ�وُا۟ �ىِ �َْ��يِبٍ
In fact, those who disbelieve are in denial.

Memorised

طٌۢ وٱَل�َّ�ُ �نِ ورَآَ�ِ�مِ �ُِّ�ي
And Allah encloses them from beyond.

Memorised

�َْ� �وَُ �ُ�ءْاَنٌ �َِّ�يدٌ
In fact, it is a Glorious Quran.

Memorised

ظٍۭ �ىِ لوَحٍْ �َّْ��وُ
In a Preserved Tablet.

Memorised
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