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Background and Revelation
Ibn Kathir explains the opening of ‘Abasa through the arrival of Ibn Umm Maktum, a
blind believer who sought instruction while the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم was addressing a leading
man of Quraysh in hope of his guidance. The surah corrected the preference given to
that conversation over the sincere seeker. Ibn Kathir draws from this the equal right of
people to receive the reminder, regardless of wealth, standing, age or social position.
The parent should begin with this lesson before following the surah into revelation,
creation, provision and resurrection.

Tafsir of the Surah
Ayat 1–10: Attention to the sincere seeker. Ibn Kathir explains that Ibn Umm Maktum
wanted to learn and might benefit through purification and remembrance. The person
who considered himself self-sufficient was receiving attention, although the
Messenger was not responsible for making him accept purification. The one who came
eagerly and with fear of Allah was being overlooked. The correction establishes care in
conveying knowledge to the weak and the influential alike. Allah guides whom He wills,
and worldly importance is no measure of who will benefit.

Ayat 11–16: An honoured reminder. Ibn Kathir explains the passage through the Qur’an
and the admonition it contains. Its pages are honoured, elevated and purified from
corruption. He records the explanation of the noble, righteous scribes as angels who
convey revelation. From their honourable conduct he draws a lesson for the bearer of
the Qur’an: speech and actions should follow a sound and upright way. Receiving the
reminder therefore carries a responsibility to respond to its guidance.

Ayat 17–23: Human dependence and return. Ibn Kathir explains the rebuke against the
person who denies resurrection without sound grounds. Allah created him from a small
beginning, determined his affairs, gave him death and burial, and will raise him when
He wills. Concerning the eased path, he records both birth and the clarification of
guidance, favouring the latter explanation. He also records the explanation that the
human being has not fulfilled Allah’s commands, while offering a further reading
connected with the completion of the appointed creation before the final raising.
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Tafsir of the Surah · Continued
Ayat 24–32: Looking at one’s food. Ibn Kathir explains the call to consider food as both
a reminder of Allah’s favour and an argument for resurrection. Rain enters the earth,
the ground opens and grain, vines, fodder, olives, palms, gardens and fruit emerge.
Different provisions sustain people and their animals. The One who gives life to the
apparently lifeless ground is able to restore bodies after they have become dust.
Everyday provision should therefore lead to gratitude and recognition of the Creator’s
power.

Ayat 33–37: A matter occupying everyone. Ibn Kathir explains the deafening cry as a
name or description connected with the Resurrection. The terror is so great that a
person flees even from close relatives, including parents, spouse and children. Each
individual has a concern that occupies him fully. The passage shows the weight of
one’s own account and the limits of worldly closeness when everyone stands before
Allah.

Ayat 38–42: The faces of the two groups. Ibn Kathir explains the radiant, smiling faces
through the happiness of the people of Paradise, whose inward joy becomes visible.
Other faces are covered in dust and darkness. He connects their condition with
disbelief in the heart and wickedness in action. The ending joins inner belief and
outward conduct, completing a surah that began by teaching the proper regard for a
sincere person seeking the reminder.
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ىٰٓ

�َ�ََ� وَ�َ�لَ

He frowned and turned away.
Memorised

ىٰ
أنَ َ�آءهَُ ٱلْ�َْ��

When the blind man approached him.
Memorised

ىٰٓ

 وَ�اَ يُْ�ريَِ� لَ�َ�َّ�ۥُ يَ�َّّ�َ

But how do you know? Perhaps he was seeking to purify himself.
Memorised

�ُ �َ�نَ�َ�َ�ُ ٱلّ�ِْ��ىٰٓ أوَْ يَّ�َّ�َ
Or be reminded, and the message would benefit him.

Memorised

ىٰ
أَ�اَّ �َِ� ٱْ��َ�نْ

But as for him who was indifferent.
Memorised

�َ�نََ� لَ�ۥُ �ََ�ّ�ىٰ
You gave him your attention.

Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

ىٰ
 َا �َ�َّّ�َ ّ �َ وَ�اَ �َ�َ�َْ� أ

Though you are not liable if he does not purify himself.
Memorised

ىٰ
وأََ�اَّ �نَ َ�آءكََ �َْ��

But as for him who came to you seeking.
Memorised

ىٰ
وَ�ُ�َ �َْ��

In awe.
Memorised

ىٰ
�َ�َ �َ�نََ� �َ�ْ�ُ �

To him you were inattentive.
Memorised

ةٌ َ��آَّ إنَِّ�اَ �َْ�ِ��
Do not. This is a lesson.

Memorised

هۥُ �َ�نَ َ�آءَ ذََ��
Whoever wills, shall remember it.

Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

�ىِ ُ�ُ�ٍ� �َُّ��َّ�ةٍ
On honorable pages.

Memorised

ةٍۭ �َّ�ْ�وُ�َ�ٍ �ُّ�َ�َّ�
Exalted and purified.

Memorised

�ِ�َ�ْ�ىِ َ��َ�ةٍ
By the hands of scribes.

Memorised

ِ��اَمٍۭ �َ�رَةٍ
Noble and devoted.

Memorised

هۥُ �ُ�َِ� ٱ�ْ�نِ�ـَُٰ� �آَ أَْ��َ�
Perish man! How thankless he is!

Memorised

هۥُ �ِْ� أىَِّ َ�ىْءٍ َ��َ�
From what did He create him?

Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

هۥُ �نِ نُّْ��َ�ٍ َ��َ�َ�ۥُ �َ�َّ�رَ
From a sperm drop He created him, and enabled him.

Memorised

هۥُ �ُّ�َ ٱلّ�َ�يَِ� �َّ�َ�
Then He eased the way for him.

Memorised

هۥُ �ُّ�َ أَ�اَ�َ�ۥُ �َ�َ�ْ�َ�
Then He puts him to death, and buries him.

Memorised

هۥُ �ُّ�َ إذِاَ َ�آءَ أنَ�َ�
Then, when He wills, He will resurrect him.

Memorised

هۥُ َ��اَّ لَ�اَّ �َْ�ِ� �آَ أَ�َ�
But no, he did not fulfill what He has commanded him.

Memorised

 َ��اَ�ِ�ۦٓ
ٰ
�َ�يْنَ�ُ�ِ ٱلْ�نِ�ـَٰنُ إلَِ�

Let man consider his food.
Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

بًّا  أَ�اَّ َ��َ�ْ�اَ ٱ�ْ�آَءَ َ�
We pour down water in abundance.

Memorised

قًّا �ُّ�َ َ��َْ��اَ ٱ�ْ�رَْضَ َ�
Then crack the soil open.

Memorised

بًّا  �َ�َ�ۢ�َ�ْ�اَ �يِ�اَ َ�
And grow in it grains.

Memorised

بًا وَ�ِ�َ�اً وَ�َْ�
And grapes and herbs.

Memorised

لًا وزََ�ْ�وُ�اً وَ�َْ�
And olives and dates.

Memorised

بًا وََ��آَ�َِ� �ُ�
And luscious gardens.

Memorised
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بًّا  وَ�ـَِٰ��َ�ً وأَ
And fruits and vegetables.

Memorised

�َّ�ـَٰ�اً لَّ�ُْ� ولَِ�َ�ْ�ـَٰ�ِ�مْ
Enjoyment for you, and for your livestock.

Memorised

ةُ آّ�َ �َ�ذِاَ َ�آءتَِ ٱلّ�َ
But when the Deafening Noise comes to pass.

Memorised

هِ �َ�مَْ �َ�ِ�ُّ ٱلْ�َ�ءُْ �ِْ� أَِ�ي
The Day when a person will flee from his brother.

Memorised

هِ وأَُ�ِّ�ۦِ وأََ�يِ
And his mother and his father.

Memorised

هِ وََ�ـِٰ��َ�ِ�ۦِ وَ�َ�يِ
And his consort and his children.

Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

هِ �ِ�ُّ�ِ ٱْ��ئٍِ �ِّ�ْ�ُْ� �وَْ�َ�ِ�ٍ َ��نٌْ �ُ�ْ�يِ
Every one of them, on that Day, will have enough to preoccupy him.

Memorised

ةٌ وُُ�وهٌ �وَْ�َ�ِ�ٍ �ُّْ��ِ�
Faces on that Day will be radiant.

Memorised

ةٌ َ�اِ�َ��ٌ �ُّْ��َ�ِْ��
Laughing and rejoicing.

Memorised

ةٌ ووَُُ�وهٌ �وَْ�َ�ِ�ٍ �َ�يَْ�اَ �َ�َ�
And faces on that Day will be covered with misery.

Memorised

ةٌ �َ�ْ�َ�ُ�اَ �َ�َ�
Overwhelmed by remorse.

Memorised

ةُ أوُ۟�َٓ��َِ� �ُ�ُ ٱ�َْ��َ�ةَُ ٱ�ْ�ََ��
These are the faithless, the vicious.

Memorised
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