
79 Surah al-Nazi‘at
Ayat
Parent’s tafsir: adapted from Ibn Kathir
Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim · 79:1–46

Background and Meaning
Al-Nazi‘at affirms resurrection, recalls Musa’s invitation to Pharaoh and directs
attention to Allah’s creation of the heavens and earth. Ibn Kathir connects Pharaoh’s
rejection with the fate awaiting those who oppose the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم. The final
passages contrast following desire with fearing the meeting with Allah, then explain
that the Hour’s exact time belongs to Allah’s knowledge. The parent should hold
together the surah’s warning and invitation: resurrection is within the Creator’s power,
and remembering the final standing changes the choices made in this life.

Tafsir of the Surah
Ayat 1–5: The opening oaths. Ibn Kathir records several early interpretations of the
opening descriptions and favours the explanation of angels taking souls, with severity
or gentleness. He also records the explanation of the swimming and racing ones as
angels. The ordering of affairs is understood through angels acting by their Lord’s
command. These descriptions point to servants carrying out Allah’s will; the angels do
not possess independent authority over creation.

Ayat 6–14: Raised by a single command. Ibn Kathir explains the shaking event and its
follower through the two blasts of the Trumpet. Hearts tremble and eyes are humbled
by what people witness. The deniers had considered a return impossible after their
bodies became decayed bones. Yet the Resurrection requires only the command
appointed by Allah, and they stand upon the open surface of the earth. Their earlier
disbelief cannot obstruct the power that brings them back.

Ayat 15–26: Musa and Pharaoh. Ibn Kathir explains the call to Musa in the purified valley
of Tuwa and his mission to a ruler who had exceeded all bounds. Musa invites Pharaoh
to purification and guidance to his Lord, so that he may develop fear and humility.
Despite a clear sign, Pharaoh denies and disobeys, gathers opposition and makes his
arrogant claim of supreme lordship. Ibn Kathir stresses that knowledge of the truth
without submission is not faith. Pharaoh’s punishment in this world and the Hereafter
becomes a lesson for whoever fears Allah.

Ayat 27–33: The Creator’s power. Ibn Kathir explains the question about whether
human beings or the sky are harder to create as an argument against denying
resurrection. Allah raised and ordered the heavens, made night dark and brought out
daylight. He prepared the earth, brought forth its water and pasture and established
the mountains for the benefit of people and their livestock. These signs direct attention
to the ability of the One who created what is greater to restore the human being.
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Tafsir of the Surah · Continued
Ayat 34–41: What a person preferred. Ibn Kathir identifies the overwhelming calamity
as the Day of Resurrection. People remember their deeds and the Fire is made visible.
Those who transgressed and preferred worldly life face its consequence. Those who
feared standing before their Lord and restrained the soul from desire return it to
obedience and receive Paradise as their refuge. The contrast concerns an active
choice about which life and whose command receive priority.

Ayat 42–46: The time of the Hour. Ibn Kathir explains that neither the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم nor any
other created being possesses the Hour’s exact time; its knowledge rests with Allah.
The Messenger’s duty is to warn, and those who fear the meeting benefit from his
warning. When people finally see the Hour, their worldly life seems as brief as part of a
single day. The conclusion turns attention from demanding a date towards receiving
the warning and preparing for what is certain.
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قًا وٱَل�ـَّٰ�ِ�ـَِٰ� �َ�
By those who snatch violently.

Memorised

وٱَل�ـَِّٰ��ـَِٰ� �َْ�طًا
And those who remove gently.

Memorised

ا وٱَلّ�ـَٰ�َِ�ـِٰ� َ��حً
And those who glide smoothly.

Memorised

�ٱَلّ�ـَٰ�ِ�ـَِٰ� َ��قًا
And those who race swiftly.

Memorised

رًا �ٱَلْ�ُ�َ�ِّ�تَِٰ أَْ�
And those who regulate events.

Memorised

ةُ �َ�مَْ �َ�ُْ�ُ� ٱل�اَِّ��
On the Day when the Quake quakes.

Memorised
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Memorisation · Continued

ةُ �َ�ْ�َ�ُ�اَ ٱل�اَّدِ�
And is followed by the Successor.

Memorised

ةٌ ُ�وُبٌ �وَْ�َ�ِ�ٍ واَِ�� �
Hearts on that Day will be pounding.

Memorised

ةٌ أَ�َْ�ـٰ�ُ�اَ َ�ـِٰ��
Their sights downcast.

Memorised

ةِ �َ�وُلوُنَ أءَِ�اَّ لَ�َ�دْوُدوُنَ �ىِ ٱلَْ�ا�ِ�
They say, “Are we to be restored to the original condition?

Memorised

ةً أءَذِاَ ُ��اَّ �ِ�ـَٰ�اً �َِّ��
When we have become hollow bones?”

Memorised

ةٌ �اَلوُا۟ �ِ�َْ� إذِاً َ��ةٌَّ َ�اِ��
They say, “This is a losing proposition.”

Memorised



79 Surah al-Nazi‘at

Memorisation · Continued

ةٌ �َ�ِ�َّ�اَ �َِ� زَْ��ةٌَ وَِٰ��
But it will be only a single nudge.

Memorised

ةِ �َ�ذِاَ �مُ �ٱِلّ�اَ�ِ�
And they will be awake.

Memorised

ىٰٓ

�لَْ أَ�َ�َٰ� َ��يُِ� �وَُ�

Has the story of Moses reached you?
Memorised

وًى إذِْ �اَدَ�ٰ�ُ رَ�ُّ�ۥُ �ٱِلوْاَدِ ٱلْ�ُ�َّ�سَِ ُ�
When his Lord called out to him in the sacred valley of Tuwa.

Memorised

ىٰ
 �ِ�ْ�وَنَْ إِ�َّ�ۥُ َ��

ٰ
ٱذْ�َْ� إلَِ�

“Go to Pharaoh—he has transgressed.”
Memorised

ىٰ
 ٓ أنَ �َ�َّ�َ

ٰ
�َ�لُْ �لَ لََّ� إلَِ�

And say, “Do you care to be cleansed?
Memorised
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ىٰ
 رَ�َِّ� �َ�َْ��

ٰ
وأََ�ْ�ِ�ََ� إِ�َ�

And I will guide you to your Lord, and you will turn reverent.”
Memorised

�َ�رََ�ٰ�ُ ٱ�ْٔ�اَ�َ�َ ٱ�ْ�ُ�ْ�ىٰ
He showed him the greatest miracle.

Memorised

ىٰ
�ََ�ّ�بََ وَ�ََ�

But he denied and defied.
Memorised

ىٰ
�ُّ�َ أدَْ�َ�َ �َْ��

Then turned his back, and tried.
Memorised

�ََ��َ�َ �َ�اَدىٰ
And gathered and proclaimed.

Memorised

ىٰ
�َ�اَلَ أَ�اَ۠ رَ�ُّ�ُ�ُ ٱ�ْ�َْ��

He said, “I am your Lord, the most high.”
Memorised
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ىٰٓ

�َ�ََ��هَُ ٱل�َّ�ُ نََ�الَ ٱلْٔ�اَِ��ةَِ وٱَلْ�وُل

So Allah seized him with an exemplary punishment, in the last and in the first.
Memorised

ىٰٓ

إنَِّ �ىِ ذلََِٰ� لَ�ِ�ْ�ةًَ لِّ�نَ �َْ��

In this is a lesson for whoever fears.
Memorised

هَا ءأَنَ�ُْ� أََ�ّ�ُ َ��ْ�اً أمَِ ٱلّ�َ�آَءُ ۚ �َ�َ�
Are you more difficult to create, or the heaven? He constructed it.

Memorised

هَا رَ�ََ� َ�ْ�َ��اَ �َ�َ�َّ�
He raised its masses, and proportioned it.

Memorised

هَا وأََْ��ََ� لَ�ْ�َ�اَ وأََْ��جََ ُ�َ��
And He dimmed its night, and brought out its daylight.

Memorised

وٱَلْ�رَْضَ �َ�ْ�َ ذلََِٰ� دََ��هَآ
And the earth after that He spread.

Memorised
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هَا أَْ��جََ �ِ�ْ�اَ �آَءَ�اَ وَ�َ�ْ�َ�
And from it, He produced its water and its pasture.

Memorised

هَا وٱَلِْ��اَلَ أرََْ��
And the mountains, He anchored.

Memorised

�َ�ـَٰ�اً لَّ�ُْ� ولَِ�نَْ�ـَٰ�ِ�مْ
A source of enjoyment for you and for your animals.

Memorised

�َ�ذِاَ َ�آءتَِ ٱلّ�آَ�َّ�ُ ٱلْ�ُ�ْ�ىٰ
But when the Great Cataclysm arrives.

Memorised

ىٰ
�ُ ٱلْ�نِ�ـَٰنُ �اَ َ�� �َ�مَْ �َ�َ�َّ�َ

A Day when man will remember what he has endeavored.
Memorised

وَ�ُ�زِّتَِ ٱلَْ�ِ�ي�ُ لِ�نَ �َ�ىٰ
And Hell will be displayed to whoever sees.

Memorised
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ىٰ
�َ�َ�اَّ �نَ َ��

As for him who was defiant.
Memorised

يَا وءَاَ�َ�َ ٱلَْ�يوَٰةَ ٱلّ�ُ�
And preferred the life of this world.

Memorised

�َ�نَِّ ٱلَْ�ِ�ي�َ �ىَِ ٱلْ�َ�وْىٰ
Then Hell is the shelter.

Memorised

نَّفْسَ  نَهَى ٱل بِّهۦِ وَ  رَ مَّا مَنْ خَافَ مَقَامَ  أَ وَ

�نَِ ٱلْ�وَىٰ
But as for him who feared the standing of his Lord, and restrained the self
from desires.

Memorised

�َ�نَِّ ٱلَْ��َّ�َ �ىَِ ٱلْ�َ�وْىٰ
Then Paradise is the shelter.

Memorised

هَا �َْ�ٔ�َ�وُ�ََ� �نَِ ٱلّ�اَ�َ�ِ أَ�اَّنَ �ُ�َْ��
They ask you about the Hour, “When will it take place?”

Memorised
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�يِ�َ أنََ� �نِ ذِْ��َ�هَآ
You have no knowledge of it.

Memorised

 رَ�َِّ� �نُ�َ�َ�هَآ
ٰ
إِ�َ�

To your Lord is its finality.
Memorised

هَا إنَِّ�آَ أنََ� �نُ�رُِ �نَ �َْ��َ�
You are just a warner for whoever dreads it.

Memorised

لَّا  إِ ا۟   ثُوٓ بَ لْ يَ لَمْ  هَا  نَ  رَوْ يَ يَوْمَ  هُمْ  نَّ  أَ  كَ
�َِ�يَّ�ً أوَْ ُ�َ��هَا

On the Day when they witness it—as though they only stayed an evening, or
its morning.

Memorised
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